
CONCLUATIONS
We reveal systematic vulnerabilities                     
in LLMs 
Robustness is decoupled from

       scale, reasoning, prompting 
       sophistication
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MOTIVATION 
Why Idioms Matter

Same surface form → literal / figurative meaning
Errors cause downstream failures:

Machine Translation
Semantic analysis

Key challenge: Context is necessary — but what
happens if it is misleading?

RESEARCH QUESTION
Context may contain adversarial cues that can bias
models toward the wrong interpretation of PIEs

Are LLMs robust to misleading context?

ID10M              ID10M-JAM

Starting Point: ID10M [Tedeschi et. al. 2022]

Our extension: Create 3 hard variants per original
sentence  with adversarial context

Build a hard variant:
1.Keep the original sentence intact
2.Prepend a coherent context
3.Context biases toward the opposite meaning

a.Idiomatic usage → add Literal cues
b.literal usage → add Idiomatic cues 

Crucial constraint: Still unambiguous for humans

EVALUATION 
1.A model (M) is correct on some original

sentences
2.SM is the number of their associated hard

variants (3X original sentences)
3.FM (flipped) is the part of SM, the model

changed its prediction on 
4.We define the negative drift: 
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DEFINITIONS 
Idioms  = an expression whose meaning cannot 
be inferred from the combined meanings of 
its parts. 
Potentially Idiomatic Expressions (PIEs) =
Expressions that may be an idiom or not,
depending on the context
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